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| ARI Exists for Social

¢ Justice
By Rev. Toshihiro Takami,
ARI Founder

» The Asian Rural Institute
(AR]) exists for now and for
the future for social justice.
By social justice we mean
every person without exception enjoys the joy of sharing
meals together with others. All living beings sustain their
lives by eating food. Food is meant to be shared with
others. The Environment, both natural and social, makes it
possible for us to share food in order for ALL living
beings to enjoy a full life. Human beings have the ability
to produce food and consume it by working together to
sustain their physical and social health.

At ARI we are blessed to have our own hills, forests, and

fields to produce food and other necessities. Our neighbor
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note from the editor

It's all about people

Hi folks and Merry Christmas. As I was putting
together this issue of Take My Hand I noticed that
it is almost entirely about people - People sharing
their lives, their experiences, and their dreams. At
first T thought I should change it; make it a more
balanced newsletter. But then I realized that ARI
is people. ARI is a community that is built and
rebuilt year after year. And it is this community
that is the lifeblood of ARI. Everyday we learn and
grow by sharing with each other. So this issue of
Take My Hand, is about sharing our lives with you.

AFARI would really like to be able to

reach you by phone or email, so thank you for
filling out whatever information you are willing to on the
enclosed card and returning it to us :-) OR by emailing
your information to datarr@stolaf.edu and cc-ing
pamgawa@optonline.net

Also AFARI has a Yahoo! Group, through which you can
keep up with AFARI activities. You can sign up by

emailing AFARI-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Saying Goodbye to Roger

Rev. Roger Manners, AFARI founder, and Dr. Takami
were good friends, right from the time they met at Doane
College, not long after the Second World War. When Dr.
Takami speaks about Roger, a smile always comes to his
face and you can see him instantly traveling back to those
early years spent studying in the US. Roger and his
family were a great support for 'Tom' Takami, as they
called him, and influenced him in many remarkable ways.
Dr. Takami often expresses how truly grateful he is to
have had him as a friend.

But there is lot about Roger that many people don't know.
Below is talk given by Rev. Gary Smith, Pastor of First
Congregational Church Branford, where Roger served as
pastor for 27 years.

When you follow a minister of 27 years, after awhile, you

find out from the congregation, (they tell you with loving
respect) what was the best and the worst, the good and
the bad, of the minister you're following.

I never really had long conversations with Roger and yet 1
felt I knew him. I've walked in his shadow, his footprints
and legacy for years. He bequeathed to my stewardship a
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