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SYNPNOSIS History of shonai church(2008)

Contents and Some Messages

I. The Stage of Our Drama

Tsuruoka city is situated in northern plain of Yamagata

prefecture with rich tradition and long history. Our city

developed as samurai-town. We still have the remnants

of old castle, the center of rulers, under the feudalistic lord

Sakai.

The theme of this book is the in-depth missionary history by

our pioneer workers and their painstaking efforts to build

Christianity belief in Tsuruoka. As you know Catholics were very

severely persecuted in the feudal days of Japan. Our town was

no exception. Conversion to KIRISHITAN (Christians) were

strictly prohibited and believers, if discovered, were very heavily

punished and kept under control. So our religion was a publicly

"prohibited religion" for about 250 years. Until this day, many

people have been pressed to believe, at least in the depth of their

'unconscious seas' of their hearts that Christianity is a very

dangerous teaching.

This is the stage of our drama and these people have been the

target of our mission. Naturally the drama was full of

excitements, happenings, real joy and sorrows which are unable

to write down in a small book. Our pioneer evangelists had to

drive away the dark shadowy impression of 'bad man' Christ and

had to impute the very opposite one. To what extent were they

successful in overcoming this spiritual atmosphere? But how

happy and awful work this has been! How joyous and heavy

responsibility hey have in the Lord!
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